
Pre-school	101:	Choosing	the	right	preschool	program	
 

With warm weather and longer days heralding the approach of summer, the 
obvious question presents itself: Are you ready for September? If you have a 
little one heading off to school this fall, now is the time to start researching. 
Where should your focus be when evaluating programs? Here are three areas 
in which the best preschool programs focus:  

Social	skill-building	

School isn’t just about ABCs and 123s; one of the first and best perks of 
preschool is the chance to learn important social skills. Enrolling in a 
preschool with a positive, nurturing environment allows young students to 
make new friend and practice important life skills with patient guidance. 
When looking into school programs, take the time to meet with teachers and 
get to know how the classroom environment will help shape your child both 
academically and emotionally.  

Intro	to	fundamentals		

A great preschool gives students the chance to learn in a fun, creative way, 
covering not just basic concepts like shapes, colors, and numbers, but 
planting the seeds for lifelong success. Some schools go beyond simple 
ABCs, introducing handwriting and literacy programs early on. Karen Hall, 
head teacher of Little People’s Depot (LPD) in New Boston, sees the 
benefits of these programs first-hand. “Little People’s Depot uses 
Handwriting Without Tears program for our pre-schoolers. It is a 
developmentally appropriate program that will help them succeed in their 
future education in kindergarten.” LPD adopted the program after seeing its 
success at New Boston Central School (NBCS). 

Next	Steps	

The right preschool can even help with your child’s leap to kindergarten. A 
solid transition plan, along with good communication between preschool and 
kindergarten programs, allows teachers to evaluate incoming students’ 
readiness in advance. New Boston resident Jeff Herlicka, whose youngest 
child will transition into NBCS from Little People’s Depot this fall, also 
praised the convenience of proximity. “Having a child in the elementary 



school, it was very nice to have the preschool right next door.” With this 
proximity, evaluations can take place during the school day—making it easy 
for parents and teachers alike. LPD students also enjoy a walking field trip 
up to the “big school,” giving them the chance to get comfortable with their 
new classroom before the school bell rings in September. 

By looking at all facets of the preschool experience, you can be sure to find 
the school that will best meet your child’s needs, helping them to take on the 
excitement and challenge of elementary school with confidence.  

Little People’s Depot is currently enrolling Year 3 and Year 4 students for 
the 2018-2019 school year. For information on the program, contact the 
school at (603) 487-5561, or find more information at 
www.littlepeoplesdepot.com.  


